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came to the house. His wife and daughter said
that he should take his food with them. Sariputra
said: " Ordinarily, I should go with my begging
bowl and take the food that any one gives. Today
I shall take the food that you give. It is the same
to me who gives it." The next day, however, he
stayed in one of the mantaps opposite the river
and got his food by begging. Thus he spent some
time seeking for guidance as to what he should
do next.

Sariputra's name became well-known in all
that part of the country. He preached to many
audiences in the country around, telling them that
the religion of the Buddha was not a different
religion, that it was merely the religion of the
Vedas made easy so that all could follow it, and
that the Buddha was an incarnation of God come
to earth for simplifying the Vedic religion. The
prejudice that people had felt about Buddhism
previously wore away inconsequence of Sariputra's
preaching and people loved the religion of the
Buddha* Some more ascetics of his order, hearing
that Sariputra was here, came and joined him,
Kumudini's husband about that time was able to
come and stay with Kumudini in her village. He
and his wife came frequently to Sariputra's
temporary abode and experienced the joy of